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Godôs dear people  better. 
 

We need to always bear in 

mind that our vicar is here 
primarily as a part of his 

theological training, to learn.  

Our primary goal in having a 

vicar is to provide a service 
to the student-in-training, to 

our Theological Seminary, 

and to our synod.  However, 
having met our vicar and his 

wife, I can assure you that 

they will bring with them the 
many talents with which 

God has blessed them, en-

ergy, a dedicated hard-

work ing 
s p i r i t , 

enthus i-

asm and 
e n c ou r -

agement 

to us all. 
 

Our vicar 

will assist 

in many 
areas of 

ministry in our congregation.  

He will work with our youth, 
especially among our high-

school students.  He will 

make hospital calls, home 

visits, and teach some of the 
confirmation classes.  He 

will work with evangelism 

and teach some Bible Infor-
mation Classes.  He will 

preach about once a month  

 
Continued on page 3ð  

On May 15 my wife and I 
were privileged to attend the 

Call Service of our Bethany 

Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary in Man-

kato, Minne-

sota.  Two men 

were assigned 
to permanent 

calls as pastors, 

one in Florida, 
and the other in 

Iowa; and four 

vicars were 
assigned to 

congregations 

in Minnesota, Iowa, Wash-

ington and Michigan.  It was 
soul-moving to see the Holy 

Spirit at work, providing and 

sending servants to proclaim 
and administer the saving 

means of grace among Godôs 

people. 
 

We eagerly awaited the an-

nounced assignment of the 

vicar who is now called to 
serve in our congregation.  

Vicar Kyle Madson, of Man-

kato, MN, was assigned and 
will be serving the coming 

year as vicar here at St. 

Johnôs.  His 

w i f e , 
Alicia, is 

from Fari-

bault, MN. 
 

So what is a vicar?  The 

w o r d  i t s e l f  m e a n s 
ñsubstitute,ò someone who 

stands in the place of another.  
The vicar substitutes for the 

pastor.  Our seminary uses a 

vicarage as its final year of 
training, a 

kind of hands

-on intern-

ship, during 
which the 

pastoral stu-

dent can gain 
practical ex-

perience in a 

congregation 
under the 

supervis ion 

of a pastor.  The vicarage pro-

gram is designed to 
produce well-trained 

candidates for the 

ministry through 
experience in all the 

normal duties of a 

pastor. 
 

One comment that I 

have often heard 

recently is this: 
ñPastor, you need a 

vicar to help you out with the 

endless tasks and numerous 
responsibilities that you 

shoulder.  Having a vicar 

should make your 

busy schedule eas-
ier.ò  Actually, I am 

not looking for my 

schedule to be  
lighter, nor my 

work easier.  It is my hope 

that with a vicarôs help, we 
can get more done to serve 
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Vicar Kyle Madson, 

of Mankato, MN, was 

assigned and will be 

serving the coming 

year as vicar here at 

St. Johnõs.   

Our vicar is here to 

learn.   

Our vicar will  

assistémake 

calls...teach...work 

...preach...offer 

spiritual encourage-

ment and support. 

Congratulations, Graduates!
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News & 

Notes 

Call 652-6201 

for more  

information!  

Mr. Kyle Madson has been assigned to St. Johnôs for a year of 
vicar training.  Kyle was raised in Mankato, Minnesota, and his 

wife, Alicia, in nearby Faribault, Minnesota.  They anticipate mov-

ing to Frankenmuth around June 20, then enjoying a short family 
vacation before returning for Kyleôs installation on July 6, during 

the Sunday morning service.  Following the service, please join us in welcoming the Madsons 

at a reception in the Parish Center.  

 
A pantry shower is being held to help the Madsons get started on their year with us.  Please 

bring your donations of non-perishable staples, cleaning products, or anything you think they 

may need to set up their householdðlook for the display in the gathering space.  Thank you! 

will benefit the Youth Ac-
tivities Fund. 

 

Social Hour is coming up 
June 8 ð donôt miss it! 

 

The Bavarian Parade 

Float is under construction.  
Thank you to all who have 

contributed materials or 

made monetary donations, 

and to Tim & Sandy Brown 
for providing a building 

site.   

 

The Annual Bavarian Pa-

rade comes up on June 15, 

beginning at 1:00 p.m.  At 
the time of writing, our 

float number and line-up 

time is unknown.  Please 

watch the church bulletin 
for more information.  VBS 

children are invited to ride 

the float, will be tie-dying t-
shirts to wear in the parade.  

Any adults wishing to walk 

with us are asked to leave a 

t-shirt (labeled with name) 
in the church office by 

Wednesday, June 4.  We 

need as many people as 
possible to help us pass out 

information about our church 
and preschool!  We hope 

everyone will come to the 

parade on June 18, and cheer 
as you see us go by! 

 

Summer Midweek Bible 

Class will begin on Wednes-
day, July 9.  We meet at 7:00 

a.m. at McDonaldôsðcome 

for a McMuffin and a serv-
ing of the Word. 

 

The Ladiesô Aid Sunshine 
Committee needs volun-

teersðmen or womenðto 

visit shut-ins on a monthly 

basis.  These visits are not 
difficult, and often reward-

ing.  Please contact Donna 

Haase if you are interested. 

Preschool Enrollment 
packs can still be picked 

up!  Ask in the church of-

fice.    

 

Scrapbooking will be held 

Saturday, May 31, 9:00 

a.m. through 7:00 p.m.  A 
suggested $20 donation 

will cover lunch and sup-

plies.  Youth age 8 and up 
are welcome!  Thrivent is 

matching the donations, 

with proceeds going to the 
Preschool.  Please sign up 

on the kiosk if you can 

donate food toward the 

lunch.  See Misty or Apryl 
with questions. 

 

The Last Day of Sunday 
School & Bible class is 

May 25.  We thank our 

dedicated teachers, and 
pray that God would guard 

and keep them and their-

students through the sum-

mer months.  
Classes will 

resume in Sep-

tember. 

 

Grad Service 

and Sunday School Clos-

ing will be celebrated with 
a noon picnic on June 1.  

Hotdogs and hamburgers 

are on the menu; please 
bring desserts!  Proceeds 

Vicar Report 

Summer Office 
Hours!  

Please, remember 
that the church 

office will be 

staffed only from 
9:00 a.m.ð1:00 

p.m.  during June, 

July and August.  

Please try to con-
duct your busi-

ness during those 

times! 
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and lead the congregation in lit-

urgy in many of our worship ser-

vices.  He will teach Bible classes 
and conduct devotions.  He will 

attend the congregationôs meet-

ings, and offer spiritual encourage-
ment and support. 

 

Central to all, our vicar will join 
with me to proclaim him who be-

came ñThe Vicar,ò or Substitute, 

for us all, our Lord Jesus Christ.  

From heaven he came here and 
stepped into our place, not for his 

own training, not merely to help us 

out, but to do it all for us.  In place 
of our sin-filled lives, our Vicar 

lived a perfect life that counts as 

our righteousness and alone avails 
before God.  Our Substitute died 

our death for us on Calvaryôs 

cross, gaining for us full and free 

forgiveness for our many sins.  
Our Vicar rose from death, render-

ing our graves temporary and our 

eternal life in heaven with our 
Lord certain!  Vicar Madson will 

first and foremost represent to you 

that Vicar, his Vicar and yours. 

 
Vicar Madson and his wife Alicia 

will arrive among us at the end of 

June.  He will be installed as Vicar 
on July 6th in our regular Sunday 

morning worship service.  We ea-

gerly look forward to their arrival, 
pray that their journey here will be 

safe, and ask our gracious Lord to 

richly bless his ministry of Word 

and Sacrament among us through 
Vicar Madson . 

 

Your Friend in Christ, 
 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Willitz 

LUNCH OUT has become a tradition for our final meeting of the season so on 

May 8, 2008, 12 Ladies Aid members and Pastor & Mrs. Willitz were luncheon 

guests at Independence Village due to the organization of our President Barbara 

Borchard; we enjoyed a well guided tour of the comfortable and vast facilities.  

Our abbreviated meeting began at 10 oôclock with the Pastor reading a portion of 

St. Johnôs Gospel about the coming of the Holy Spirit (as the COUNSELLOR) in 

recognition of upcoming Pentecost Sunday.  He was to testify about Jesus to the  

apostles.  Itôs another great explanation of our Triune God, who has been from 

eternity.  The following Sunday we will again traditionally confess the Athanasian 

Creed which clarifies: The Son Jesus ñbegottenò from the Father, the Holy Spirit 

ñproceedsò from the Father, Who is eternal and all are one God! 

 

President Barbara called our meeting to order at 10:00 when the April 14th min-

utes were accepted with a correction of our luncheon date to May 8.  Treasurerôs 

report with a balance of $1,644.23 also was accepted with welcome news there 

were no expenses during the past month.  While the Weatherman didnôt cooperate 

with the Ladiesô Aid as we prepared to serve an Advent supper on that stormy 

Ash Wednesday of 2008, Thrivent responded to our matching fund application 

with a $40.00 check for our efforts, an anonymous check in the amount of $40.00 

was also received according to Treasurer Lilôs report.  Our new card chairwoman, 

Llorys Bosquet, awaits final information from retiring chair, Marie Geyer.  Snow-

bird Adeline Birkenmeier expressed thanks for all the correspondence they re-

ceived while parted from us.  The Sunshine Committee is seeking recruits, male 

and female, as Viola Palmreuter was granted release from that service to the Lord 

after a dedicated 20 years. Elma Zuellig also requested release after serving since 

1987.  This led to discussion of the practicality of having males visiting male shut

-ins.  The established visiting day is the Tuesday preceding every Ladies Aid 

scheduled Thursday meeting; church secretary Dawn Willitz volunteered to post 

such a notice in the Sunday bulletins.  Congregational volunteers are  encouraged 

to volunteer in the church office for such a committee. The other member of this 

Ladies Aid committee is Donna Haase;  she and Viola made 10 visits last month.  

We have 3 shut-ins at Tendercare and 7 at the Lutheran Home. We are awaiting 

details for the ELS Rally which weôll host in October. 

 

To show our appreciation for their hospitality, we agreed to send a flat of floral 

plants or a shrub to Independence Village to complement their well-manicured 

grounds.  The dinner and fellowship there were a fitting event to wish Godspeed 

to Pastor and Mrs. Willitz as they prepared to head West the next day to confer-

ence and the graduation of their two sons.  Pastor anticipates encountering the 

vicar whom ELS has allocated to St. Johnôs; itôll probably be July before he and 

his wife arrive here.  A discussion of possible help with meals to the family of 

Pastor Harris Kaesmeyer while he remains in rehab at Covenant Michigan 

brought enthusiastic response from the ladies with Margaret Kaufmann volunteer-

ing as contact lady. 

 

We wish everyone a blessed Summer and encourage our congregation ladies to 

contemplate joining us when we again assemble in September.  Yearly dues are 

$2.00. 

Irene Zeilinger, Secretary 

Ladiesõ Aid/WMS Report 
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Congratulations!   
Preston Lindsay, Jr., son of Tanya Weidman, was recently baptized at St. Johnôs.  May God ever 
bless and keep this little lamb! 

 

We also pray for Godôs blessings on the marriage of Beth Tackabury and Jack Watersðmay they 
have a long and happy life together! 

 

And may God bless all our graduates as they step forward on the next phase of their lives.  

care for our preschool fami-

lies.  Some families have ex-

pressed a need for this service 

as early as this fall.  If your 
family would utilize our pre-

school if all-day care were 

available please let me know.  

Feel free to discuss any other 

questions or concerns with me 

as well. 

 

The hallway bulletin board 

now contains a wish list and 

Our first year of operation has 

come to an end ï and what a 

year it was!  Lots of academic 

learning took place and, most 
importantly, the children 

learned of 

Godôs love 

for them.  We 

finished the 

year by camp-

ing in the 

classroom 

and all the families joined us 

for a picnic on the last day. 

 
All six families were very 

pleased with the education 

their children received while 

in our care.  

Three chil-

dren will go 

on to kinder-

garten and 

the other 

three chil-

dren will 

return for 
another year 

with us.  We have three new 

children enrolled for next fall 

with more enrollments still 

expected.  Current staffing 

allows us to serve 10 children, 

but with a volunteer in the 

classroom we could enroll 20 

children.  Please continue to 

let family, friends, and co-

workers know about the qual-
ity education available at St. 

Johnôs.  We have lots of room 

for growth! 

 

We continue to explore the 

option of providing full-day 

volunteer opportunities.  

Please be sure to take a look at 

whatôs needed and help in 

whatever way the Lord en-
ables you.  Thank you for your 

support and words of encour-

agement throughout this first 

year.  Pray that God continues 

to bless our preschool ministry 

here at St. Johnôs. 

 
Misty Parker 
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There were six members present for the 6:00 

p.m. meeting on April 22.  Irvin Haase called 

the meeting to order and Pastor Willitz read 

the first part of John, Chapter 21, and said a 

prayer. 

The minutes of the March 18th meeting and 

the treasurerôs reports were read and ap-

proved.  For the program Karen Zwack, ar-

chives director, gave us a wonderful and 
enlightening tour of the archives area located 

upastairs in church.  We then adjourned to 

Satow Restaurant for dinner. 

The May meeting will be the annual guest 

dinner night on May 27 at DaVinciôs Restau-
rant; this dinner is open to the congregation.  

Tom Conzelmann will present the program on 

Thoughts of Faith. 

Hope to see everyone May 27th.  

Arlen Born, Secretary/Treasurer  

Jesus loves me, this I know... 


